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Dear Michael

Thank you for your correspondence of 30 July 2018 regarding the importation of Western Sahara
phosphate rock.

| have brought the issues surrounding the importation of Western Sahara phosphate rock that you
have raised to the attention of officials within the Ministry for Primary Industries.

| am advised that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has consistently made clear to those
companies importing phosphate rock from Western Sahara that they must comply with international
faw, and that they import the product under their own responsibility.

In considering the questions you have raised about the views of rural communities, | would note the
provenance of phosphate rock imports is already publicly available. The information is also listed on
one of the fertiliser company websites.

Regarding the Primary Sector Council, it is my expectation that it will consider those questions
pertinent to the primary industries to realise greater value from the sector; however, it is not
appropriate for me to direct the Primary Sector Council in its work.

Yours sincerely

Hon Damien onnor
Minister of Agriculture
Minister for Rural Communities
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